
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Hospital and Ambulance Station Bags – Monthly donation 

Our monthly Wexham Park Hospital and Chalfont St Peter ambulance station collections continue.  Every month during 

2021 we are donating refreshments, tea, coffee, packet soups, wrapped biscuits etc to both of these worthy destinations.  

Once again we were able to donate two full bags from the Committee and Members.  Each bag also contains a masked 

teddy dressed in scrubs crafted by Laura.  The hospital bag this month went direct to the A & E department and the 

response was that they were absolutely delighted with it.  Each month I get sent lovely photos of smiling faces.  Thank you 

to everyone who contributed and gave us the chance to spread some smiles and happiness.  In particular I would like to 

thank the gentleman on the bike, I won’t reveal your name, who gave a very generous donation this month.            Karen 

Many donations were received from our members crocheting Healthcare Hero Teddy Bears, knitting premature baby hats 

and sewing Wriggly bags for paediatric Hickman lines.  Here's A Free Pattern To Crochet A Healthcare Hero Teddy Bear.                                 

https://yarnitph.wixsite.com/yarnitdarnit/ / Copy this link to the pattern.  If you cannot knit or sew, please donate surplus 

knitting wool and pure cotton fabric. The Workaid shop has opened Thursday, Friday and Saturday if you need supplies of 

wool or fabric.   Address 71 Townsend Rd, Chesham HP5 2AA.  We will be collecting unused tools and garden 

implements for donation to Workaid at the Plant sale.       Susan 
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Hello 

Who would have thought we could have such a prolonged period of sunshine without rain during what should be the 

growing season.  To have empty water butts at this time of year is unheard of.  I do hope you don’t have too much 

difficulty bringing on young plants and nurturing the more mature ones. It will be an interesting time for growing 

vegetables. 

In April we had our virtual Spring Show and the winners are shown on page 3.  Thanks to all who contributed and 

congratulations to Linda. This month we look forward to having our Plant sale and intend donating unwanted garden 

tools to Workaid – see Susan’s article. 

Our Speaker this month is Gill Ferguson and she will show us wonderful photographs of flowers, insects and birds from 

our gardens; details below.  

Julie Pearson Chairman 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Virtual Talk     Wednesday 19th May 2021        7.00pm for 7.30pm 

‘Photographing Flowers, Insects & Birds in the Garden’ 

Gill Ferguson LRPS has been fascinated by photography since an early age, learning from her father.  She will share 

with us her photographs of flowers, insects and birds in the garden. Gill has taught in further education, lectured on 

cruise ships and is on the Speakers list for the RHS.  She regularly gives presentations to garden clubs and photographic 

societies.  It is worth looking at her website as her photographs are truly magnificent. 

www.gillfergusonphotography.com 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A Zoom link for Gill’s Talk will be sent out by email on Monday of that week.  

The Talk will start at 7.30pm and last for 50 mins plus Q&A. Zoom will open around 7pm to give people time to settle 

and say hello. 

You do not need to download ZOOM, just click on the link as shown in the email with video and audio on.  

   

 

 



Report on the April Speaker 

Our April speaker was Dr Melanie Veasey who specialises in figurative sculpture. Her talk covered sculptures in parks and 

gardens, post war, religious, seascapes and city centres.  She took us on a journey at pace starting with Peter Pan in Hyde 

Park, by George Frampton and commissioned by the author J M Barrie who was a local resident.   Although the statue has 

been in place since 1912 it was placed on a plinth in 2019 to some controversy.  Melanie touched on the importance of 

plinths in relation to the sculpture; if they are too big you cannot see what is on them. 

Funding for sculptures comes from various places.  The Monument to the Women of World War Two is situated on Whitehall 

in London, to the north of the Cenotaph. It was sculpted by John W. Mills, and dedicated by Baroness Boothroyd in July 

2005.  Fundraising was conducted by a charitable trust. Baroness Boothroyd also raised money on the game show Who 

Wants to Be a Millionaire. Newly built housing estates also provide income for sculptures, e.g. The Neighbours (1959) in 

Islington commissioned by London City Council, one of the first works to be displayed on a public housing estate. English 

Heritage commissioned one for Tintagel in 2016.  Called “Gallos”, the Cornish word for power, it had to be flown in by 

helicopter. 

Sculptures at seaside towns include one of Eric Morecambe (real name John Eric Bartholomew), in Morecambe his home 

town.   People queue to have their photo taken with it.  Also “Another Place” on Crosby Beach, Liverpool, by Antony 

Gormley, these 100 figures are popular bodies to dress up, for example with Christmas hats, not all of them can be seen 

from the shore.  The iconic Angel of the North with its 53m wing span is in Tyne and Wear. Ahead of Newcastle’s clash with 

Arsenal at Wembley, fans draped a 32 foot football shirt, Alan Shearer’s No. 9, over it. In recent years a giant bee sculpture 

was unveiled in Sheffield, in memory of a local victim of the Manchester Arena bombing in 2017.  Manchester hosts a Bee 

Trail, an art project where bee sculptures of different sizes can be located across the city to encourage people to explore 

lesser-known parts. 

The James Conway Memorial in Stockport, 2017, depicts the WWII hero suspended on a paddle.  He took part in a mission 

to plant mines on vessels, paddling over 80 miles in a canoe.  Winston Churchill said he believed the mission shortened the 

war significantly.  Their efforts were depicted in the film “The Cockleshell Heroes”. A local sculpture is Railway Navvy, by 

Anthony Stones, commissioned in 1992 and located at Gerrards Cross station.  The band Genesis contributed £3,000 

towards the cost. Some sculptures are controversial, for example that of disabled Alison Lapper, on the 4
th
 plinth at Trafalgar 

Square.  Parliament Square had 11 male sculptures and no women, so Teresa May organised and unveiled one of suffragist 

leader Millicent Fawcett who was originally holding a large banner, but it was re-designed as it looked like she was hanging 

out the washing.  A Real Birmingham Family, depicted two sisters and their children, was objected to and defaced by Fathers 

for Justice.  Of course recent toppling of statues such as that of Edward Colston have been in the news recently. 

Preferred sculptures now seem to be those which represent society, such as the Make a Difference bronze of Greta 

Thunberg at Winchester University.  Funds are being raised for an Emergency Services Memorial planned for London in 

2023.  A medic on the Memorial will now be wearing PPE. 

A final mention must be made of the popular sculpture of Paddington Bear at Paddington Station, where else?        Karen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Hut Report - May 2021    
We’re approaching lawn and tomato time!    For the latter, we’re still well stocked with both sizes of tomato bags –  

once gone, they’re  gone…..  

For your lawn, we have several products, including large 25kg bags of Lawn Sand, grass seed, patching products, weed 

and moss killers and feeds.  Canes for tomatoes and beans have also now arrived and all fertilisers are still available.  

Regrettably, mushroom compost (in 50 litre bags) is still unavailable. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with regard to the Hut - I can obtain many items not regularly stocked in the Hut 

due to space.   Just ask.    

We prefer payment by card.   Remember our Plant Sale on May 9th. – bring a table, sell your plants – it’s that simple! 

Richard Mitchell 01895 234609; 07443 229626;  richardgmitchell@gmail.com www.gardenclub.org.uk  

 OPEN ON SUNDAYS 10am to 12noon 



Here are the results for the Spring Show. They will also be posted on the Club website. 
Thank you to everyone who entered this virtual show. There was a high standard of entries and choosing a winner in each 
class was quite a challenge.  My thanks to the Show Committee for judging the classes and generally organising the show - 
once again by email. 
The overall winner of The Davis Cup for the Spring Show is Linda Hills-Harrop.   Congratulations to Linda; she will be 
presented with the Cup at the Summer Show. 
We are planning to hold the Summer Show this year, more details on my Notes.     Jane Campbell    Show Sec  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice Board 

Dawn Monk has a 220 ltr compost converter.  Good as new and free to anyone who would like to collect.  Please ring 

her on 01753 889684. 

Oak Processionary Moth 

These have been reported locally. People in London and the South East of 
England are being reminded to report sightings of Oak Processionary Moth 
(OPM) caterpillars, which could be damaging oak trees in their area. 

Any sightings should be reported to the Forestry Commission via its Tree 
Alert online form. Alternatively, people can 
email opm@forestrycommission.gov.uk or call 0300 067 4442. 

 

VIRTUAL SPRING SHOW April 2021 - Results 
 

Class 1   5 Decorated cupcakes 
No entries 
   
 
 
 
Class 9   Rhubarb, 3 sticks 
No entries 

Class 2   Flowering bulb, one type 3 
stems 

 
1164 – Richard Mitchell 

Class 3   Any garden flower, 3-6 stems  

 
547 – Linda Hills-Harrop 

Class 4   shrub/tree, 3 stems 
different varieties 

 
547 – Linda Hills-Harrop 

Class 5   Polyanthus/auriculas, any 5 
stems 

 
685 – Connie May 

Class 6   Pot plant - foliage     
 

 
1830 -  Gerry Eaton 

Class 7   Pot plant - flowering 

 
1046 – Jenny Gethin 

Class 8   Spring flower arrangement 

 
 685 – Connie May 

Class 10   Any seasonal vegetable 

 
547 – Linda Hills-Harrop 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANE’S GARDEN TIPS – May 
 

It’s a busy month in the Vegetable garden.  

Crops to sow now:  beetroot, cabbage, carrot, spinach, lettuce and salad crops.   

Thin seedlings to recommended distance for better yields and less congestion.  Water to settle remaining seedlings. 

Plant out marrows, courgettes and squashes later in the month, plant into enriched soil allowing plenty of room.  

Plant out or sow runner and French beans, outside tomatoes can also be put in position. 

Earth up potatoes as the shoots appear. Pinch out the tops of broad beans to prevent black fly. 

 A few general tips when planting out young vegetable plants to help them establish well are-:   

1. Before transplanting tender plants they should be hardened off by slowly acclimatising them to outdoor 

conditions.  

2. Water plants and the ground where you will be planting them a day before planting out. 

3. Try to choose a mild dull day for planting out. 

4. Keep plants watered for the first 2 weeks, try planting in a shallow trench to aid watering. 

5. In cold windy conditions protect with fleece for a week. 

6. Protect from insects and slugs, which like nothing better than young vulnerable plants. 

 

If your clumps of daffodils did not flower too well this spring, the bulbs could be congested. Once the foliage has 

begun to yellow dig up and divide into smaller clumps, replanting at 3 times the bulbs height.  

Plant up baskets and containers and let them grow on in a frost free place until the danger of frost has passed, keep 

compost moist and begin to give a weekly liquid feed if you have not added slow release pellets. Be sure to slowly 

acclimatise plants to cooler outdoor conditions.  

Tie in shoots of clematis (mulch around the roots to keep cool and moist to encourage stem re-root) and sweet 

peas as they climb.  

Continue to control weeds in the lawn either by using feed and weed or by treating individual weeds with a spot 

control, mow the lawn every week now. 

 Prune out unwanted shoots on all raspberries.     Jane Campbell 

 

Summer Show August 21st 2021 

 

Please could all Winning Cup Holders from the Summer Show and Spring Show 2019, who have not already done so,  

return them to the hut before 20th June 2021. Thank you.  

We are planning to hold the Summer Show this year at the Community Centre. It’s at the planning stage so more details 

to follow soon.          Jane and the Show Team  

 

 

 And, completely separate from our own Plant Sale on the 9th May, is the Seer Green Gardeners Plant sale 
on  Saturday May 15th at 10am, in the Baptist church car park.   
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